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all the State Governments about the compliance of the directions of this Court. Under
these circumstances, it was observed that an appropriate Committee deserves to be
constituted to ensure that needful is done to arrest further growth of the problem. Learned
counsel for the petiioner and the learned Additional Solicitor General were requested to
furnish the names of suitable persons including experts who could be appointed to such
Committee.  In this background, by order dated 13" October, 1997 a High Powered
Committee (HPC) with Prof. MGK. Menon as its Chairman was constituted to examine all
matters in depth relating to hazardous waste and to give a report and recommendations at
an early date. The fourteer Terms of Reference on which the High Powered Committee was
required to give 1ts report and recommendations are :

(1) Whether and to what extent the hazardous wastes listed in Basel Convention
have beer

1 banned by the Govt. and to examine which other hazardous wastes, other
than listed in Basel Convention and Hazardous Wastes (Management and Handling)
Rules, 1989, require banning.

le)

To verify the present status of the units handling hazardous wastes imported
for recycling or generating/recycling indigenous hazardous wastes on the basis of
implementation of Hazardous Wastes (Management and Handling) Rules, 1989 by
various States/UTs and in the light of directions issued by the Hon'ble Supreme

Lourt.

i
(3)

What safequards have been put in place to ensure that banned
toxic/hazardous wastes are not allowed to be imported.

(4)  What are the changes required in the existing laws to regulate the
functioning of units handling hazardous wastes and for protecting the people
(including workers in the factory) from environmental hazards.

(5)  To assess the adequacy of the existing facilities for disposal of hazardous
wastes in an environmentally sound manner and to make recommendations about
the most suitable manner for disposal of hazardous wastes.

(6)  What is further required to be done to effectively prohibit, monitor and
requlate the functioning of units handling hazardous wastes keeping in view the
existing body of laws.

(7) lo make recommendations as to what should be the prerequisites for

issuance of authorisation/permission under Rule 5 and Rule 11 of the Hazardous
Wastes (Management and Handling) Rules, 1989.

(8) To identify the criteria for designation of areas for locating units handling
hazardous wastes and waste disposal sites.

(9)  To determine as to whether the authorisation/permissions given by the State
Boards for handling hazardous wastes are in accordance with Rule 5(4) and Rule 11
of hazardous waste Rules, 1989 and whether the decision of the State Pollution
Control Boards is based on any prescribed procedure of checklist.



